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Common events and risks
for children and young people having a general anaesthetic

This summary card shows some of the Modern anaesthetics are very safe. There are some common
common events and risks that healthy children  side effects which are usually not serious or long lasting. Risk will
and young people of normal weight face when  vary between individuals, and will depend on the procedure and the

having a general anaesthetic (GA) for routine anaesthetic technique used. Your anaesthetist will discuss with you

surgery (specialist operations may carry the risks they believe to be most significant. You should also discuss

different risks). with them anything you feel is important to you.
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Things we all do in normal life, such as road travel,
involve higher risks than the Very Rare risks above.

Leave your feedback on this resource at: rcoa.ac.uk/patientinfo/risks-child#tell-us or by scanning the QR code.
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